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Why do you think your nominee deserves to be considered for the 2019 Mary Chirwa Award
for Courageous Leadership?
Father Antonios comes from a very poor neighborhood in Athens, named Kolonos. He was
inspired to help keep children and teenagers off the streets, seeing the poverty and drug
abuse in his neighborhood. He founded the Ark of the World in Athens in 1998, and now has
four locations operating throughout Greece. His idea was that children and teenagers are
more prone to transgressions and substance abuse if they don't receive love, care and
attention. 
He is now supporting children and teenagers that are homeless, orphans, runaways, drug
users, immigrants and refugees, school drop-outs with any means possible. The Ark of the
World provides shelter, food, clothes, medicine, financial and psychological support,
educational support and past time activities to numerous young people. In his words, "A lot
of people prefer to feel sorry for the children [on the streets]. But, if I feel sorry for you, I
don't dignify you, I belittle you. By reaching out a hand and showing charity, we turn them
into beggars. Our motto [at the Ark of the World] is that everyone can be in charge of their
own luck and their own lives. The respect in diversity, the creation of relationships founded
in equality, and the meaning of selfless love (without quid pro quo) are the principles that
govern the course of the Ark. All these years, what I remember the most are the battles, the
labours, the sacrifices, the happiness and joy of watching kids feel refreshed, alive, back on
their feet. Kids that other people considered as lost causes. They come to us like dead
flowers and we water them with love. And they blossom."
Father Antonios was 26 when he founded the Ark and has been running it for 21 years now.
He  has received a lot of backlash from both the Church and a part of the Greek society,
because he doesn't make distinctions between Greek and non-Greek people.
 
What proof can you share of your nominee's impact?
https://www.kivotostoukosmou.org/en/
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