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Why do you think your nominee deserves to be considered for the 2019 Mary Chirwa Award
for Courageous Leadership?
Pamela Adie is the Executive Director of The Equality Hub; a non-profit organization in
Nigeria which uses visual storytelling to advance the rights of Lesbian, Bisexual and Queer
women in Nigeria. To this end, she has just produced and directed Nigeria's first
documentary about being Lesbian, titled "Under the Rainbow." The documentary tells the
story of Pamela's self discovering, her coming out and the consequent alienation by her
family. This is a very difficult but courageous thing to do in Nigeria, which has strict anti-
LGBT+ laws that punish Queer people for up to 14 years in prison. LGBT+ advocates bag an
extra 10 years if they are LGBT+ themselves. This means that Pamela could face a total of up
to 24 years in jail if prosecuted. But all these risks do not deter her in her fight for equality
and human rights in Nigeria. She has been at the forefront of fighting for the repeal of the
anti-LGBT+ laws and is currently in court with the Federal Government for their refusal to
acknowledge and register her organization because it is affiliated with fighting for the
fundamental human rights of Queer women in Nigeria. Previously, she was the Senior
Campaigns Manager for All Out, where she led and managed over 700 online and offline
global campaigns to fight for human rights and social justice all over the world. She is also
one of the 200 young Africans selected as Leaders in 2018 by The Obama Foundation.
 
What proof can you share of your nominee's impact?
https://twitter.com/UnderTheRainbo9
https://twitter.com/biwomdz
https://youtu.be/xkPumsGqD2o
https://brittlepaper.com/2019/07/pamela-adies-under-the-rainbow-is-nigerias-first-
documentary-about-being-lesbian-watch-teaser/
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