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Why do you think your nominee deserves to be considered for the 2019 Mary Chirwa Award
for Courageous Leadership?
Mr. Jaffer for me has been a role model, iconic, and a symbol of a sustainable development
strategist who considers all of the environmental, cultural, social and economic aspects of
development for rural villages of Africa! He used to be a judge for the International Court of
Africa when he quit his high paying job, to create sustainable development for the rural
communities of South East Kenya. Born in Zanzibar to a family whose ancestors migrated a
century ago from India, Mr. Jaffer moved to Mombasa at very young age, after graduating
from Nairobi Law School. He went to the Kibera slums in south Nairobi and offered his
professional legal practice to those who never had such legal support in their life. Later, he
joined the NOVIB program of the Netherlands as country manager in more than 25 African
countries. His main focus with NOVIB and later Oxfam was to create grassroots capacity
making for rural communities. 
What makes Mr. Jaffer so special in my mind is his strategic and long term development plan.
He makes and forces local people to change their sick mindset that keeps them in poverty,
and provides them with entrepreneurial skills. He has changed the entire charitable face of
the Bilal relief program to an incubator and accelerator for business ideas and opportunities
that local villagers may suggest. Giving them mentorship, micro-finance, offering them
training, integrating them into business networks and such, has had tremendous outcomes
for more than 50 villages that he is working with. His work is not limited to any religion or
sects. People from every ethnicity and religious background are benefited from his services.
This way, he has faced a lot of severe resistance from old school minds whose understanding
of charity work has been for decades the supply of free food to people and that is all! The
more projects that are running and the more young people that are joining the
entrepreneurial projects initiated by Mr. Jaffer, the greater the faith his work earns from the
local, old school people.
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Here are some of his key achievements in the past 5 years:
1. Turning an old Madrasa in Motonguw, South of Mombasa, to an educational center of
renewable energy and farming. All the services are free of charge for teenagers and young
people.
2. Installing 4 solar water desalination systems in remote villages of Kenya to provide
affordable drinking and water irrigation to people. Creating a farming community in these
villages and helping them learn how to grow proper crops and how to market their products.
3. Running a huge campaign on supply of sanitation pads for girls to keep them safe in
school.
4. Establishing LiveGoat projects to support single mothers and widows in the rural villages
of Kenya.
5. Forcing all religious Sheikhs in the villages to learn professions such as welding, piping,
farming, becoming blacksmiths etc, to provide service to their fellow villagers.
6. Finding the best local success stories among the villagers and making them role models
for others.
And the list goes on.
 
What proof can you share of your nominee's impact?
http://www.bilal.africa/
https://www.standardmedia.co.ke/article/2001293278/legal-help-for-needy-key-to-
empowerment
http://www.ipsnews.net/1996/04/kenya-human-rights-ngos-cross-the-development-work-
advocacy-line/
https://www.muungano.net/browseblogs/2011/10/31/securing-homes-for-the-urban-poor
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