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Why do you think your nominee deserves to be considered for the 2019 Mary Chirwa Award
for Courageous Leadership?
Deborah is an attorney of the High Court of South Africa and the Chairwoman and co-founder
of Tumbo Scott, a Sandton based law firm specializing in corporate and commercial legal
services. She qualified as an attorney and worked as a corporate associate at Webber
Wentzel, a leading South African law firm, where she worked on various high-level matters,
as well as on some of the biggest corporate and commercial transactions in the country.
Deborah also worked as a senior law clerk and advisor to Justice Sisi Khampepe of the
Constitutional Court of South Africa, where she advised the judge on some the most complex
and high-profile legal matters in the country.  Following this, Deborah worked at Cliffe
Dekker Hofmeyr as a dispute resolution attorney for some of the biggest corporate and
government entities in South Africa. Deborah holds an LLB and an LLM (cum laude) in public
international law, with a focus on business and human rights, from the University of
Johannesburg.  
Deborah has a wealth of legal knowledge and experience and, together with her co-founder,
Tshepiso Scott, they have built Tumbo Scott into a notable boutique law firm that has
serviced over 85 different clients in the corporate and commercial space, including
international and listed companies. Also, Deborah recently provided her legal expertise to
the fight against corruption in South Africa, working as the head of legal and investigations
at Corruption Watch, spearheading various high-profile legal matters – including litigation
against former board members of state-owned entities that have been implicated in
corruption using the Companies Act. In this role, she recently led and won a historical case in
the High Court which was the first time that the findings of a Commission of Inquiry were
overturned in South Africa. The case revolved around the Serriti Commission which was
tasked with investigating corrupt practices during the Arms and Procurement Deal In South
Africa by high-level government officials, including President Thabo Mbeki and President
Jacob Zuma. The cost of the Serriti Commission was over R140million, and the arms deal
over R60 Billion.
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What proof can you share of your nominee's impact?

https://www.tumboscott.com/

https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2019-08-21-seriti-findings-a-failure-inexplicable-
for-commission-to-ignore-evidence-of-corruption/
http://www.sabcnews.com/sabcnews/call-for-fresh-probe-into-1999-arms-deal/

https://www.fin24.com/Finweek/Featured/how-to-navigate-the-whistleblowing-minefield-in-
sa-20190829
https://www.sowetanlive.co.za/news/south-africa/2019-07-25-corruption-watch-backs-calls-
for-parliament-to-probe-mkhwebanes-fitness-to-hold-office/

https://northeasterntribune.co.za/229589/corruption-watch-cw-launches-2018-mining-
royalties-research-report-at-constitution-hill/
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